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VICTOR ROBERT WILLIAMS 

Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [5.44 pm]: I rise tonight to pay tribute to a very special man who 
recently passed away. Personally, and on behalf of my Greens colleagues, I wish to acknowledge the 
extraordinary life and contribution of Victor Robert Williams—or, as he was known to those of us who knew 
him, Vic. I knew Vic for almost 20 years, but there are many people who knew, loved and admired him for a lot 
longer than that. For so many people of the left, in the trade union movement, and in many social justice, human 
rights and environmental campaigns, Vic was an absolute stalwart and an inspiration.  

Vic was born in 1914 and was raised and worked on farms, including through the incredibly difficult years of the 
Depression, which had a great impact on his thinking and perspective on life. After graduating from Northam 
High School, Vic trained as a teacher and taught in a country school, but he mainly worked on farms before 
joining up to serve in the Army for five years during World War II, during which time he rose to the rank of 
sergeant in intelligence. It was during this time that Vic met and married his wife Joan, who was at that time a 
journalist for The West Australian. Joan, who died in 2008, was married to Vic for 63 years. She was extremely 
well known in her own right and together she and Vic were something of an activist and political powerhouse. In 
fact, there is now a park in Willagee named in her honour. The marriage was a marriage of equals and respect, 
and Vic once said, “We loved more deeply than we ever had before, and we loved for more than 60 years.”  

From the farm to war, Vic then started work on our wharves and joined what was then the Waterside Workers’ 
Federation, of which he remained a member from 1952 to 1975. As a member of that union, he was involved in 
some of the big strikes of the era. He was instrumental in reinvigorating the annual May Day march, and 
marched in every one of them, right up until 2009. He was an ardent and passionate unionist, and his 
commitment to the collective struggle of his fellow workers was recognised when he was made an honorary 
member of the Waterside Workers’ Federation, which is now better known as the Maritime Union of Australia.  

As I said, Vic was a tireless political campaigner. Inspired by his own early experiences of abject poverty and the 
struggles of his fellow workers, Vic joined the Communist Party of Australia in 1939, of which he remained a 
member for 70 years, and it was a huge part of his life. But I first got to know Vic when he joined the Greens 
(WA) as a founding member in 1990. In fact, Vic played a very special part in the Greens (WA) constitution. Vic 
was by that point a well-known and respected activist and campaigner, and to enable him to join the Greens, 
despite already belonging to another party—namely, the CPA—a sunset clause was created in the newly formed 
Greens (WA) constitution, enabling Vic to become a member of the Greens and still retain his membership of 
the CPA. With the passing of Vic 21 years later, that part of the Greens (WA) constitution now lapses and 
becomes simply a part of our party’s history. Vic was also the Greens (WA) first honorary life member, one of 
only four people to have achieved that honour.  

Vic’s passion for justice was legendary, and there was no limit to the number of campaigns to which he devoted 
his life’s work—from the peace movement, to women’s issues, campaigns to counter the insidiousness of 
racism, to campaigns in solidarity with Aboriginal Australians. He was also deeply involved in the anti-apartheid 
movement in Western Australia. I have already mentioned his ardent passion for upholding the rights of workers 
and the union movement; there were also refugee campaigns, antinuclear campaigns and numerous 
environmental campaigns, and in more recent times he worked very hard to highlight the dangers inherent in the 
transport of lead carbonate dust. Vic was frequently down at the Swan Brewery site in the early 1990s, spent 
long stints at the workers’ embassy opposite this Parliament during the third wave campaign, and was still 
locking arms with young comrades during the 2001 M1 blockade of the stock exchange. He is remembered for 
his frequent attendances at not only the big protests of the day, but also the smaller pickets, vigils and numerous 
meetings that occurred in between, and he was doing this right into his 90s. 

Vic, along with Joan, was also a prolific writer and poet, with a passion for the arts. Vic and Joan were 
instrumental in the re-establishment, after the war, of the WA branch of the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia, which remains active today. Vic also won a national poetry competition. Official acknowledgement of 
his talent and contribution to Australian literature was evidenced by his serving on the literature board of the 
Australia Council for the Arts for three years. He and Joan were long-time members of the Fellowship of 
Australian Writers, and their contribution to the history of Western Australia was acknowledged by their being 
made honorary life members of the Australian Society for the Study of Labour History.  

Just a few of his published works are Harvest Time; Hammers and Seagulls; The Years of Big Jim, which was a 
history of the waterside workers; Along the Waterfront; Three Golden Giants; and Volcano on our Doorstep. Vic 
was compassionate, intelligent, thoughtful and insightful right to the end. He was a man who, along with Joan, 
stood true to his beliefs and walked the talk. He was a fighter, a worker, and a thinker. He was a man who 
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abhorred the misdistribution of resources and the creation of a class system of the obscenely rich and the 
unspeakably poor. He was a man who has been described as an inspiring example of a passionate and committed 
mind firing on all cylinders deep into old age.  

Simply, Vic was a fighter for a fairer and better world, who always thought of others. There will be a celebration 
of Vic’s life this Sunday afternoon in the MUA building in Fremantle, a fitting place in which to recognise Vic 
and his life, and it is expected that many people will be there.  

And so to his family, his friends, and his many comrades, we can celebrate a life well lived and a life well loved. 
Vale Vic Williams, and may your legacy never be forgotten. 
 


